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DCPS students learn and grow with STLP 
Nine Daviess County Public Schools will be represented at the 2017 STLP Regional competitions 
scheduled across the state in November and December. They are among 460 schools from 111 districts 
who will attend one of eight regional showcases, presenting their Student Technology Leadership Program 
projects to a panel of judges with a goal of advancing to the state championship in the spring. 

Teams from Audubon, Country Heights, East View, Highland and Meadow Lands elementary schools; 
Burns and Daviess County middle schools; and Apollo and Daviess County high schools will attend the 
regional showcase at Western Kentucky University on Dec. 4. 

According to the STLP website – http://stlp.education.ky.gov/  – “STLP uses project-based learning 
principles to empower student learning and achievement through the utilization (and creation) of 
technology to solve school and community needs. STLP provides a means for student to design, make, 
connect and learn.” 

DCPS director of instructional technology Anthony Sparks said, “STLP provides invaluable opportunities 
for students to learn how to solve problems while working as part of a team. They learn how to view a 
challenge or a problem from other points of view, analyze various factors that affect a situation, and 
ultimately create a stance or a solution.  This process allows students to develop under careful guidance and 
simultaneously mature into productive adults. And as a bonus, STLP activities are as much fun as they are 
educational!” 

Aaron Yeiser, who serves as a technology integration specialist for the DCPS district, said, “The end-goal 
of what we do as teachers focuses on what students know and do. Teaching students complex problem-
solving and creation skills are not always easily accomplished in the confines of the classroom. Think of 
that as teaching a person to swim in a sandbox. Thus, it is when students get involved in extra-curricular 
programs like STLP that we can engage students in real-world content and motivate them to produce 
authentic solutions. That is the teaching and learning process at its best.”  

A SAMPLE of school projects that are currently underway is provided here for media consideration: 

Matt Robbins 
 Superintendent 
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DCPS students learn and grow with STLP 
East View Elementary School – 270-852-7350 – 6104 Kentucky 405 
Five fifth-grade students at East View Elementary School are working as “Technology Tutors” for 
kindergarten students, showing them how to use some of the Google for Technology apps. STLP coach 
Hannah Harper said, “We are utilizing STLP as an outlet to help kindergarten students build skills for life. 
We want them to grow into productive citizens.” Tutoring sessions take place from 12:30 to 12:55 p.m. and 
from 2:30 to 3:30 p.m.; to confirm the schedule, write to Hannah.harper@daviess.kyschools.us  

Highland Elementary School – 270-852-7370 – 2909 Kentucky 56 
A team of eight students at Highland Elementary School are working on a service project to benefit their 
school. STLP coordinator Laurie Campbell said, “We have narrowed it down to three issues of concern: 
‘Traffic jams’ in the hallway as classes transition, noise level in the gym in the mornings prior to school 
starting, and getting students to make their lunch choices first thing in the morning in a timely fashion. Our 
group is using Google Classroom to organize our ideas and resources using Slides to collaborate on ideas 
and how technology can solve those problems.” 

Campbell said the lessons learned through STLP have far-reaching benefits, including nurturing feelings of 
empowerment among young students. “STLP is powerful for not just the STLP students but for the entire 
school,” she said. “Kids see how they can directly identify an issue that our school is having and then be 
agents of change to improve how something works at our school. It’s not just up to the adults in the 
building to improve our environment. Problem-solving and critical thinking skills are important for 21st 
century workforce needs; these are lessons the students will carry with them for the rest of their life. They 
may not remember math problem number 8 on page 73 of their workbook, but they will remember how 
they started the Hornets’ Nest for our school, which allows students an opportunity to get homework and 
studying done first thing in the morning.” 

The HES STLP team will meet from 2:30 to 3:30 p.m. Thursday, Nov. 9; after this week, the team will 
meet during that time period every Wednesday. For more information, media partners may contact   
Laurie.campbell@daviess.kyschools.us  

Country Heights Elementary School – 270-852-7250 – 4961 Kentucky 54 
Three Country Heights Elementary School will participate in the SCRATCH ambassador competition. 
SCRATCH, developed by MIT, is a visual programming language that makes it easy for young people to 
create their own interactive stories, animations, games, music and art – and share their creations on the 
web.  
(continued on next page) 
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DCPS students learn and grow with STLP 
Barbara Poynter, who serves as CHES STLP advisor along with Tonya Fleming, said, “The projects are 
100 percent created by the students, including the topic. As the students manipulate and increase their skills 
while using SCRATCH, they will develop their individual projects.”  

Twenty other CHES students will also participate as members of five RCX robotics teams. 

Poynter agrees with her colleagues about the benefits of STLP. “STLP is hands on, project-based learning 
with the goals of empowering students to learn through problem solving, failure, perseverance and finally 
achievements,” she said. “This teamwork approach not only sees teamwork between students but also in 
the academic areas too. It incorporates the STEM or STEAM approach by blending the areas of science, 
technology, engineering, arts and math. In the ‘real world,’ our students will be working in jobs and 
professions all utilizing the skills gained while working on their STLP projects. The connections they are 
making will become lifelong skills. They learn to see themselves as an individual, a student in a class, a 
member of a school and as a person in a community.  This connection to the society as a whole is key to 
becoming an impacting adult. There are more ways than we can state as to why a student, gaining the skills 
to work in a team, forge through adversity, think creatively and love learning are important to the future of 
our country and world.”  

The CHES SCRATCH team meets before and after school; students also work independently, utilizing 
computers at school and at home. The team’s regular meeting is 1:30 p.m. the third Friday of each month. 
The robotics team meets from 2:30 to 3:30 p.m. most Monday afternoons. Media partners may contact the 
school to confirm meeting schedule (contact information listed above), or coaches Barbara Poynter at 502-
724-2906 or Tonya Fleming at 270-314-3766.

 

For more information, contact DCPS Public Information Officer Lora Wimsatt 
(270) 852-7000 ext. 215    Lora.Wimsatt@daviess.kyschools.us


